todivest the bill af that fugra

found thamselves constr to vote for
it—But | must say that no earthy con-
sideratinn would have ever u-mlﬂa_-d "
ovoked me to vote for the bill, Wit 3
pulpalile fulsehood stamped on its face.
Almost idolizing troth, as [ du, | vever,

naver, could huve voted finr that bill.

; il\'ﬂ-ludin_v. unsettied
o like the comlition ?Fuur
rd to the unuataral war
The publie mind is agi-
‘anxious, and is filled with se-

hensions us to the indefinite

" eral purty, during the lust Britiah War,
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continuance, and aspecially as to the con-
ﬁmm‘ which its terminution may
~ bring forth, menacing the harmony il not
the'existance, of ear Union,
It is underthese cireumstances, I pre-
[ before you. No onlinary
ocession would have drawn me from the
vetivement in which I live; but, whilsta
wingle pulsation of the human heart re-
mm -should, if necessary, be dodica-
tod to the service ofone’s country.  Anil
1 have hoped that, although I ama pri-
“vate and humble eitizen, an expression
of the views and opinions | entertain,
might form some little addition w the
general stock of information, and afford
u amull pssistance in delivering onr coun-
tey from the porils and Jdaugers which
surroand it,

I bave come hern with no purpose Lo at- |

tempt to make u fing speech, or uny am-.
bitious oratorienl display. I lave brought
with me vo rhetorical boguets to throw
into this assemblage. 1y the circle of
the year, sutumn has como, amd the won-
son of flowers bus passed away, In the

The exceptinnable conduct of the Fed.

hasex auinfluence in the prosecu
tion of the present war, and prevented a
just diserimination between the two wars.
‘hat wigd war of National defence, re-
quired G the vindieution of the Nutional
vights amd honor, and demanded by 1he

dent Mudison Wimself, T know, at fivst,re- |
luctantly and with great doubt und hesi-
ttion, bronght himsell to the couvietion
that itought to be declared. A leading,
and perhaps the most influential member
of s Cubinet, (Mr. Gallatin,) was, up ta
the time of its declaration, opposed ot
But nothing could withstand the irvesis.
table force of the publie sentiment, Tt
was a just wor, and its great ohject, s
announced ot the time, was *Free Trade
nnd Suilors” Riglhts," ugninst the intolera-
ble and oppressive acts of British power
on the ocwun,  The justice of the war,
far from being denied or countroverted
was admitted by the Federal party,
which ouly questioned it on considera-
tions of policy.  Being deliberately and
cmmtilmiunulyly declured, it was, I thiuk,
their duty to have given it their heurty
co-operation. Butthe mass of them did
not.  They continued to oppose and
thwart it, te discournge Jouns nul enlist- |
ments, o deny the power of the General
Government to march the militia beyond
our limits, and to hold a Hurford Con-
vantion, which, whatever were its real

progress of yoars, my spring (ime hus
one by and [ too am in the autvmy of
ife, and foel the frost of age.
sire and aim are to addreess you earnest-
ly, seviously aod plainly, upon the grave
ond  mumentous subjects  which have
brought us together,
fiditoua thit not a solitary  word muy full
from me, olfendgive o any party or person
in the whole extent of the union.

War, pestilence and famine, by the
common  consent of mankind, nre the
three graatestcalanitios that can hoful anr
species;nud waras the most direful justly
stamda foremost and o front,  Pestilence
andd fumine, no doubl for wise aithoogh
inserutiable porposes, are inflictions o
Providence, to which it is vur dury, there:
fure, to bow with obedivnce, humbleo sub-
misgion and tesignation.  Their dura-
tion is not long and their ravages are
limited. They bring, indeed, great af-
fliction whilst they last, but society sonn
recovers from their effects,  War is the
voluntary work of our own howds and
whitever reproaches it may deserve
shoulil be directod 1o ourselves.  When
it branks ont, its duration is indefinite nnd
unknawn:-its vieissitudes are hidden from
aur view, In the sncrifice of loiman life,
and in the waste of human trensure, in its
lowses and o its bavihens, it effocia both
belligerant nations; and its sal effucts of
manglad bodies, of death, and of desola-
tion, endure lang alter its thunders are
hushed in peace,  Warunhingessocioty,
disturbs ita puneeful and regulor indus-
try, nmil nentters puimmmu stedy of dig-
eiso and immershity. which continue 1o
germinate and diffuse their buneful jnfla-
ence long aftor it has ceased, Duzzling
by its gliver, poinp amd pugeaniry, it be-
gols u spirit of wild adveuture and ro-
mantic anterprize, and ofien dinqualifies
those who emburk in it, after their veturn
from the hlmulyr fields of battle, from en-
gnging in the judustrious und peaceful
vueations of life.

We are informad by a statement which
isapparently correct, that tha number of
out countrymen sluin in this lamentable
Mexican war, although it has yet been of
anly 18 months existance, is equal to one
halfthe whols of the American loss du:
ring the seven yoars war of the Revilu-
tion!  Aund I ventiure to assert that the ox-
penditure of treasure which it has ocen-
sioned, when it shall come 1o be fuirly
ascertainod and fuoted up, will be foumd
ta bo more than Indl of the pecuniary cost
of the war of our independence. ~ And
thin isthe condition of the party whose
arms huve been every whero and con-
stantly victorious!

How did we unhappily getinvalvod in
thiswarl 1t waa predicted ns the -oon-
soquence of the annexation of Pexas to
the United Staten, 1 wo had pot Toxan,
we should have no war, The poaple
were lold (hat il that event happened,
war woulld ensie.  “They wore told that
the war betwean Texas and Mexieo bad
not bsen terminuted by a treaty af ponee;
that Mexico atill ¢laimed Texas us n re-
vulted provinee: and that, il we received
Toxns inour Union, wetonk uinng with
hor, the war existing between lier and
Mexico. Aud the Minister of Mexico
formally announced to the Government
at Washington, thut his nation would con
sider the snne xation of Texas to the U.
nited States as producing a state of war,

Butall this was denied by the partizans
w&‘iﬂﬂ. Thoy insisted we should

nve 0o war, and aven imputed 1o those
whao itysinister motives for thoir
groundless prediction.
B, uotwithstanding astate of virtual

%

nacessarily resulted from the fact of

_the annexation of the belligerants to the 7,
SBtates, octual hostilities might huve
been probablyaverted by pradence, mod-
-eration and wise statesmanship.  1fGon-
erul Taylor lind been permitted to re.

~main where his own gond sensa pomp-
ted bim to believe he ought to remain at
the tof Corpus Christi; and if'a nago-

tintmﬂ_m opened with Mexien, in
# truaspirit of amity and concilintion, war

waibly might- have beun prevented.

ut instend of this pacific and moderate
couvse,whilst Mr. Slidell was beading his
way to Mexico with his diplomatic cre-
dentinly, General Taylor was ordered to
trarisport hin eannon, and to plant them,

in u warl i-ﬂkﬂdq_--gumiu to Mata-
Mo, © oust bank dllu Rio Bravo,
withiiy th y disputed teviitery, the !
uljaste wllidkm to b the object |
of M ssion.  What else could
havs '

eonflict of nrma)
e and the Pro. |

A

it u pro-
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And Lum most so- |

Jects, as in the case of the existing war

it to the tecomplishment of any objocts
d to' rr b"h
' wit

v onder to,
i,

n e o

objects, bore the nspect of seeking » dis-
! m]llltiun of the Union itself.  They Jost
land Justly lost the publie eonfidence,—
i But has not an apprebension of a similar
[fate, in a stute of case widely diffurent,
vaprassed a foarless axpression of their
real seutime nts in some ofour pubille men?
How totally vuriant ia the present wurl
This is uo war of defence, but one unne
{cessary and of uffensive nggression, I
{18 Muxico that is defending her five-sides,
her castles and her alturs, not we. Aud
how diffsvent also is the conduct of the
twhig party of the present day from that
of the major part of the federsl party du
ring the warof 18120 Far [rom interpo
{sing any nbstacles to the prosecution of
{the war; ifthe Whigs in office aro re-
||n'uncl|ublo it all, it bs for having lont tou
{readily u fucility 1o it, without carveful ex-
lumination into the objects of the war.
I‘ And, out of office, who have rushed to the
{ prosecution of the war with more ardor
{and wlacrity than the Whigs! Whose
| heurts have bled more frecly thun those of
the Whiga?—Who have more oceasion to
maonurn the loss of sons, husbands, broth-
jers, futhers, thun Whig parents, whig
| wives und whig beothers, in this deadly
fand unprofituble strife?
| Bt the havoe of war is in progress,
Lanil the no lesy deplorable havoe of an in-
haspitable and pestilontial climate. With.
out indulging inan unnecessary retro.
{spect und useless reproachesgn the pust,
wll heurts and heads should wnite in the
patriotic endeuvor to bring it to a satisfac-
tory close,  Is there no way that this ean
be done?  Must we blindly coutinue the
conflict, without any visible elject, or
any prospect of a dufinite termination? —
Thisis the important subject upon which
L desire to consult and o commune with
you.  Who in this free government is,to
decide upon the ohjects of a War, ut its
commencement or ut any time during ity
oxistancal  Doos the power belong to
the Nation, to the eolloctive wisdom of
the Nation in Congress assembled, or is
it vosted soluly in o single Muuetionary
of the government?
A declaration of war is the highest nnd
most awlul exerciso of sovereignty. The
Cunvention, whieh fromed our federal
constitution, hud lenrved from the pages
ofhistory thut it hud been often und great.
ly abused. It had seen thut war had of:
ten been commenced upon the most 1.
fling pretexts; that it hud boen froquent.
Iy wiged to estublish or exclude o J}'nlls-
ty; 1o snatch o crawn from the head of
one potentate aml place it upon the heud
of nnother; that it had been prosecuted to
prromote slisn and other interests than
thusa of the nation whose chiel had pro-
claimed it, usin tho vase of English wors
for Hanoverian interests; and, in short,
that such o vast amd tremendous power
ought not to ba confided 1o (he perilous
exorcise of one single man, The Con.
vention, therelore, resalved 1o guunl the
war-making power agaiost those greata.
buses, of which in the hands of the mon.
arel it woa so susceptible.  And the se-
curity, nguingt those abuses which its wis-
dom devised, was to vest the war-muking
power in the Congress of the United
States, being the immudinte reprosenta-
tives of the people and the States. S
appreliensive aud jealous was the Con-
vontion of its abuse in any other hands,
thut it interdictod the exercise of the
power Lo any State in the Union, withom
the consent of Congress. Cougress,then,
in our sytem of government, is the solo
depository of that tremendous power.—
The Constitation pravides that Congress
{aball haye powar to declire war, nud
grantletters of marquo and reprisal, 1o
make rules concerning captures on land
und water, to raise aml support armies,
to truvitla ond maintain o navy, und to
muko rules for the gevernment of the Tand
and naval forces, 'I'hus wo perceive that
the principal power, in rogurd to war,
with ull it ancillary avendants, is gran.
ted to Cungmu. henover enllu up-
on to determine upon the solomn ques.
tion of pence or war, Congross must con.
consider and deliberate and decide upon
the motives, ohjects and causesof ihe
war,  And, ifa war be commenced with-
out any previous declaration of its ob.

with Moxica, Congress must necessarily
possess the authority, at any time, te do-
clara fur what purpese it shall bo further

prosscutad, If we supposs Congress
doesnot possess the controlling nuthority
attributed tofit; if it be contended that a

war having been ouce commanced, the
Prosidentof the Unitad States may direct

2:;liua:dwilh;utmmllhm an
regard to the will of Con,
Convention will have il

the hatlon &gaingt 1 abunes
gle individugl,  Ei-

; |bave the right n!'idﬂmirhga
objects for which a war shall’
ted. Thereis no ather alternative.
the President possess it and may prose- | having indicated n mode by wh . _
cute itfor objocts against the will of Con- | tion, through its accrodited and legiti- | towards the power which hus ao long
gress, whore is the  difference botween | mule representatives in Cungress, can an- | borus herdown.  Every Irishman hates,
our free guvernment und that of any oth- | nounce far what purposes und objects
er nation which muy bo governed by an | this war shall be lunger proseeuted, and
| can thus let the whule people of the Unji-
Congress muy emit, as it has omitted | ted States know for what end their blood |
it the present war, to proeluim the olijects | shail be further shed and their treasure |
for which it was commenced or has been | luither expended, instead of the knowl-
since prosecuted, and in coses of such 0. edge of it being locked up and eonceal-

absalute Czar, Emperor, vr King!

sume futhentic et

onergy, until those objects were obtained
by a treaty of pence, There can be no
ivsuperable difficulty in Congross mak-
oat| fng such an autha

gross, the| it vesolve, simply "thEt the war shall, or
Utterly. fuiled in|shall n

warof conguest, what is to be conquered
Should a resolution pass, disclaim
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minsion the President, being. chirged |
with the-employment and direction of |

hisown judgment todecide upon the ob- |

indignant voice of the Peaple. Presi-|jects 1o the attainment of which that l'nn:ﬂ"

shull be wpplivd. But, whenever Con-
gross shall think pitiper to declare, by |

I[nr what purpose o
wir shall be commenced or continued it
in the duty of the President to apply the
nntional foree to the sttainment of those
purposes.  In the instance of the late war |
with Great Britain, the act of Congross |
by which it was declared wos preceded
by a message of President Mudison enu-
merating the wrongsundinjuries of which
we complained against Great Britaiu—
That message thesolire, and withoutit the
well Known olijects of the war, which was
a war purely of defor.ce, rendered it ne-
necessary thut Congress shoull partiew
Inrize, in the act, the specific abjscts fur
which it was proclsimed. The whole
world kuew that it was « war waged for
Free Trude ond Sailors” Rights.

It may be urged that the President and
Senate possosses the trenty muking pow-
or, without nny express limitation ua to
its exercise; that the nutural and ordina-
ry termination of a war ishy a ireaty of
peace; und therelore, that the president
and Senwe must [Inssess the power o o
eile whatstipulationsand conditions shall
enter into such a treaty. But it is not
more Lroe that the President and Senate
possesses the treaty muking power, with-
out limitation, than that Congress posses-
sea the war making power, without res.
triction.  These two powers then ought
1o he sn interpreted as to reconcile the
one with the other; and, in expounding
the congtitution, we ought to keep con-
stantly in view the nature and structure
of our free government, and especially
the great abject of the Convontion in ta-
King the war-muking power autof the
hands of a single min and plaeing it in
the suler custondy of the represontatives
of the whole nation,  The desiruble re-
canciliation of the two powers ia effect.
od by attributing to Congress the right to
declure what shall be the vhjscts of a war
and to the President the duty of endeay-
oring to ubtain these ohjoets Ey the direc-
tionof the national force and by diplomacy.

Lam brouching no new and speculative
theory. ‘I'he Statute book of the United
Stutes is full of exnmples of prior decla-
rations by Congress of the ohjects to be
attained by negotistions with Foreign
Powers, ond the arclives of the Execu-
tiva Departiment furnish abundant evi.
donco of the nceamplishment of those
ohjects, or the attempt to accmn}‘n!ish
them, by subsequont negatiations, Prior
10 the declaration of the last war against
Great Britain, in allthe restvictive meus-
ures which Congress adopted, aguinst
tho two belligerent Powers of Europe,
clauses were inserted in the several acts
establishing them, tendering to both or
either of the belligerents the abolition of
those restrictions if they would repeal
their hostileBerlin and Milan decrees and
Orders in Council, operating against our
commerce and navigation. And those
netsof Congross were invariably commup-
nicnted, through the Executive, by di-
plomutic notes, to France and Grem Brit:
ain, as the basis upen which it was pro-
posed to vestore friendly intercouse wit
them, 8o, ufter the termination of the
witr, vatious actsof Congross wore piss-
o, firam time to time, offering to Foreign
Powers the principle of reciprocily in
the commerce und navigation of the U-
nitedd States with them. Out of these
acts have sprang a class, and n large cluss
af trentios (four or five of which were ne-
gotiuted, whilst I was in the department
of state) commonly ealled reciprocity
treaties concludel under ol the Presi-
dents, from Mr, Madison to Mr, Van Bu-
ren inclusive,  And, with reaand to com:
matcial treatios, nogotinted without the
anction of prive nets of Congress, where
they contnined either Approprintions or
waore in conflice with unrepealed statutes,
it hos boen sver hell as the republican
doctrine from Mr. Jay's treaty down to
the prosent time, that the passage of acts
of Cangress won necessnry 1o secure the
oxeoution of those treaties. 1f in the
matter of Foreipn Commerce, in respect
tn whieh the pawer vested in Congress
to regulnte it and the 1reaty making pow-
er may be regorded us coneurrent, Con-
gross can pruvimuly decide the ohjrots
to which negotintion shall by applied,
how much sttonger is the case of war,
the power to doclare which is confided
rxclusively to ¢fnngrnnn]

I conclude, therefore, Mr. Prosident
and Fellow-Citizens, with eniire confi-
deneo, that Congress has the right, either
ut the beginning, or during the prosecit
tion of uny war, to decido the ohjecis and
purposes for which it was procliimed, or
for which it onght to be contined, And,
[ think, it is the duty of Congress, by
some deliberate and authentic act, tode-
clare for what objects the prosent war
shall be longer prosocuted. 1 suppose
the President would not hesitate to regu.
lute his conduct by the pranounced will of
Congress, and to employ the force and
the diplomatic power of the nation te
axceuto that will.  But, if the President
should decline or refuse to doso, and, in
contempt of the supreme authority of
Congross, should perservere in waging
the war, for other objects than those pro-
claimod by Congress, then it would be
"!“ imporutive duty ot that body to vin-
dicate its anthority, hy the most stringent
and effectuul, and appropriste measures.
And, if, on the coutrary, e enomy
ahiould refuse 1o coneclnde a tresty, con.
taining stipulationy sacuring the nbijects,
da_lignllml hy Congress, it would be-
eome the duty of the whole government
to prosecule the war,with all the national

declaration. Lot
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if the Prosident'

pause,

Here, Fellow-Citizens, 1 ml&lm 1
na-

ed inthe bosom of one man. We should
ne longer perceiye the objects of the war

the vational force is, vecossarily, left to | varying, from time tv time, according to

the changing opivions of the Chief Mag-
istrate, chorged with its presecution.—
But I do not think it right to stop  here.
Ivis the privilege of the poa[lalc. in their
primitive asscmblies, and of every pii-
vate man, however humble, 10 express an
n|-i||inn in l'eglm] to the purposas for
whicly the wurshould be continued; und
such an expression will receive just so
much eonsidoration and eonsequence as
it is entitled to, and no mare.

Shall this wer be prosecuted for the
purpose of conquering and aunexing
Mexico, in all its boundiess extent, to the
United Statos!

I will nat attribute to the President of
the United States any such design; but 1
confess that [ have been shocked and a-
larmed by manifestations of it in various
querters.  OF all the dungers and mis-
fortunes which could hefaﬁ this nation, |
should regard that of its becoming a war-
like and conquering power the most
direful and futal, History tells the mourn-
ful tale of congquering nations and con-
querors,  The three most colebrated ¢on-
querors, in the civilized world, were Alex-
ander, Cresar and Napoleon. The first
after overruning a lurge portion of Asia,
and sighing and lamenting that there
ware no more worlds to subdue, meta
prematore andignoble death., His Lieu-
tenants quarrelled aud warred with each
nther, ns to the apatls of his victories,
und finally lostthem all. Ciwesar, after
conquering Gaul, retorned with his tri-
umphant legions to Rome, pnssad the
Rubicon, won the battle of Pharsalin,
trampled upon the libertios of his coun.
trymen, und expired by the patriot hand
of Brutus, But Rome ceased to be free.
War had enervated and eorrupted the
masses. The spirit of true liberty was
extinguished, and n long line of Kmper-
ors succeeded, some of whom were the
most execrable monsters that ever exist-
od i human form,  Apd the mostexira-
orvdinary man, perhitps, in all history af-
ter subjugnting all continentsl Europe,
occupying almost nll it Capitnls, seriously
threatening, according to Mr, Theirs,
rruud Albion itself, and decking !.I'm
prows of yarious members of his fumily,
with crowua torn from the heads of other
monurchs, lived to beghold his own dear
France itself in the possesion of his ene-
mies, and was made himsell a wretched
captive, and [ar removed from country,
family, and friends, breathed his last on
the distant and inhospitable rock of St.
Helena. The Alps and the Rhine had
been claimed as the natural boundaries
of France, but even these could not be
secured in the treaties to which she was
roduced to submit. Do you beliove that

Rome, or of [rance, were benefitted, in-
dividually or collectively, by the triumphs
of their great Captains!  Their sad lot
was immense socrifice of life, heavy and
intolerable burdens, and the ultimate loss
of liberty itself.

That the power of the United States

is ecompetent tothe conquest of Mexico,
is quite probable.  But it could not be
nchieved without frightful carunge, dread.
ful sacrifices of human life, and the cre-
ation of an onerots national debt; nor
could it be complately effected, in all
probability, until after the lapse of many
years. It would be necessary to nccupy
all its atrongholds, to disarm its inhabit
antk, anl to keep them in constant fear
nnd subjection.  To consummate the
work 1 presume that standing armios,
not less than a hundred thousand men,
would be necessary, to be kept, perhnps,
always in the bosom of their eountry, —
These standing armies revelling in a
foreignland, and accostomed to trumple
upon the liberties of a foreign people, at
somo distant day, might be fitand ready
instrumonts, under the lénd of gnme dur
ing and unprinciplad chieftain, to roturn
to their country aud prosirate the public
liberty.
Supposing the conquest to ba once
made, what is tobe done with it?  Is it
tobe governed like Roman Provinces by
Proconsuls?  Would it be compatible
with the genius, chaacter, and sufety of
our free institntions, to keep such A greot
country as Mexico, with a population of
not loss than nine millions, in a state of
constant military subjugation?

Shall it be annoxed to the United
States?  Doesany considerate man be-
liove it possiblo that two such immonse
countries, with territory of nearly equal
extent, with populations so incongrunus,
s different in race, in langunge, in re-
ligion and in laws, could be blanded to-
gether in one harmonious mass, and hap.
pily governed by one common autharity!
Murmurs, discontent, insurrections, ro-
bellion, woull inevitably ensue, until the
incompatible parts would bo broken a-
sundor, and possibly, in the frightful
struggle, our prasent glorious Union it
sell” would be dissevered or dissolved.—
We ought not 1o forget the warning voice
of all history, which teaches the difficul-
ty of combining and consolodating to-
gether, conquering and conquered na-
tions. After the lapse of eight hundred
yeara, during whic{: the Moors held their
conquest of Spain, the indomitabla cour-
age, préservoranco and obstinacy of the
Spauvish race finally triumphoed, and ex-
pelled tho Alrican invaders from the Pen.
insula.  And, even within our own time
the colosanl pnwer of Nupoleon, when at
ita loftioat height, was incompetent
to subdue and subjugate the proud
Castalian.  And hery in our own
neighborhond Lower Canada, which near
one hundred years ugo, after the conclu-
sion nf the seven years war, was ceded
by France to Great Btitain, remains n
foreign lnud in the midst of the British
previnios, foveigirin feelings and attach-
ment, and foreign in laws, language and
religion. And what has been the faet
with poor,galiant.genorons and oppressed

ot, be a war of conquest; and, ifa

.|h.

‘Congress, or the President, must

dosign of conquest, peace would fol
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Ireland! Centuries have phssed away,
since the overbearing Saxen overrun and
subjugated the' Emeral Tslo. Rivers of
Iri gluod have flowed, during the Tong

tho people of Macedon of Greece, of

and anloous contest,  Insurrection

and yot, up tothis time, Iraland remains
alien in feeling, affection and sympathy,

with a mortal hatred, his Saxon oppress-
or. Alhough there are great territorial |
difforences between tha condition of Eng-

sume points of striking resemblance be- |
tween them. Both the Irish und the

tic viee,  Both the English ond the A-
mericans are of the same Saxon origin.
The Catholic rveligion predominates in
both the former, and the Protestant a-
mang the latter, Religion has been the
fruitful cause of dissatisfaction and dis-
eoutent between the Irish and the Eng-
lish nations, 1s there no reason to ap-
probend that it would hecnme so between
the peaple of the United States and
those of Mexico, if (hey were united to-

ether!  Why should we seok to inter-
Furu with them, in their mode of worship
of & common Saviowr] We believe that
they are wrong, especiully in the exclu-
sive character of their faith, and that we
are right.  They think that they are right
and we are wrong. What other rule can
thero bo than to leave the followers of
religion to their nwn solemn convictions
af concientious duty towards Godl Whao
but the great Arbiter of the lniverse,
can judge in such a question? For my
own part, | sincerely believe and hope,
that those, who belong to all the depart-
ments of the great chureh of Christ, if,
in trath and ' purity, they conform to the
doctrines which they profess, will ulti-
mately securs an abodo in those regions
of bliss, which all aim finally to reach.
[ think thut there is no potentate in Eu-
rope, whutever bis religion may be, more
enlightened or at this moment so interest-
ing s the liberal head of the Papal Sece.

But I suppose it 1o be imptmil:h that
those who llavor. if there be any who fu-
vor the annexation of Mexico to the Uni-
ted States, ean think that it ought to be
perpetually governed by military sway.
Certainly no votary of human liberty
could deemiit right that aviulation should
be perpetrated of the great principlesof
ourown revolution, according to which,
luws ought not be enacted and taxes
ought not to be levied, without represen-
tation on the part of those who are to
ubey the one, and pay the other, Then,
Mexico is to participate in our councils
and equally share our legislution and go-
vernment. But, suppose she wonld not
valunturily cheose representatives to the
nationsl Congress, is our soldiery to fol-
low the electors to the bollot-box, and by
force to compel them, at the point of the
bayonet, to eposit their ballots? And
how are the nine millions of Muxican
people to be represented in the Congress
of the United Stutes of America and the
Congress of the United States of the Re-
public of Mexice combined! Is every
Mexican without regard to color or caste;
per capitum, to exercise the elective
franchise! How is the quota of repre-
sentation between the two Repnblics, to
be fixed]  Where is their Seat of Com-
mon Government to be established!—
And who can furegee ur foretel), if Mox-
ico, voluutarily or by force, were to share
in the common government what would
be the consequences to her or to usl—
Unprepared, as I fear har population yet
i8, for the practical enjoyment of self gov-
ernment, and of habits, customs, lan-
guage, lnws and religion, so totally differ-
ont from our own, we should present the
revolting spectacle of a confused, dis-
tracted motley government,  We should
hiave aMexican Party,aPacificOeonn Par-
tyfan Adlantic Party in addition to other
Parties, which exist, or with which we
ote threatenad, each striving to execute
its own particulor views and purposes,
and reproaching the others with thwart-
ing and disappointing them. The Mex-
ican representation, in Congress, would
probably firm a separate and impene-
trable corps, alwnys ready to throw itself
into the scale of any other paity, to ad-
vauce and promote Mexican interosts.—
Such ustate of things could not long en-
dure, Those, whom God and Geogra-
phy have proneunced should live asun-
der, could never be purmanently and
harmoniously united together,

Do we want for our own happiooss or
grontness the addition of Mexico to the
oxisting Union of our States! If our
population was too dense for our territo-
ry, and there was a dificulty in obtaining
houorably the means of subsistence, there
wight be some excuse, for an attempt to
enlarge out dominions. But we have no
such nn upology. We have already, in
onr glorious country, a vast and almost
boundless territory, Beginuning at the
North, in the frozen regions of the Brit-
ish Provinces, it stretohes thousands of
miles along tha const of the Atlantie
Ocean and the Mexican Galf, until it al-
most reaches the Tropies, Ttoxtends o
the Pucific Oceun, borders on those great
inland sens, the Lakes, which separate
us from the posscssions of Great Britain,
and it embraces tho great father of rivers,
from its uppermost soureo to the Balize,
and the stil longer Missouri, from its
mouth to the gorges of the Rocky Moun-
tains. It comprehends the greatest va-
riety of the richest soils, capable of al-
most all the productiona of the earth, ox-
cept ton and coffee and the spices, and it
includes every variety of alimate, which
the heart could wish or desire. 'We have
more than ten thousand millions of acres
of waste and unsettled lands, enough for
the subsistence of ten or twenty times
our present population. Ought wa not
to be satisfied with sucha country? Ought
wao not ko be profundly thankful to the
Giver of all good things for such a vast
and beautiful land! Ta it not the height
of ingratitude to Mim to seek, by war
and conquest, indulging in a spirit of ra-
pacity, to acquire other lands, the homes
and habitationsof a lurge portion of his
common children! 1f we pursue the ob-
Jeet of such a conquest, besidos mortga.
ging the revenue and resources of this
counsey for ages to come, in the form of
an onerous national debt, we should have
greatly to angment that debr, by an as-
sumption of the sixty or seventy millions
of the national debt of Mexico, Forl
take it thut nothing is more certain than
that, f we obtain, voluntarily or by con-
quest,aforeign nation ever a uin{twilh
allthe incumbrances attached teo it In
my humble opinion, we are now bound,
in honor and morality, to pay the jost
debt of Toxas, Aud wo lronki be e-

qoslly bound,
byt debt of
“"5.«" Il the ‘which

all the rﬂlﬂdﬂ sessions which apper-
tain to man, in his collective or indivﬁu-
al condition, none preserved
and cherished, with more sedulous and
unremitting care, than that ol an wnsulli-
ed character, It is impossible to esti-

land and Trelond, as compared to that of mate it too highly, in seciety, when at-
the United Stutes and Mexieo, there are tached toanindividual, ner can it be ex-

Mexicans are probably of the same Cel- ent to it become just objects of scorn and

e samo obligations, to
' ﬂﬁ"o:il:irnl:mw

the United States.

to

should be

aggerated or ton highly magnified in 8
vation,  Those who lose or aré indifler-

contempt.  Of all the abominable traus-
sctions, which sully the pagesof history
none exceed in ensrmity that of the dis-
memberment snd partition of Poland,
by the three great Continental Powars of
| Russia, Austria and Prussis.  Ages may
pass away, and eenturies roll around, but
o8 long a8 humun records endwe all man-
kind will unite in execrating the rupa-
cious and detestable deed. That was
accomplished by overwhelming force,
and the unlfortunate and fatal dissensions
and divisions in the bosom of Poland.—
Let us avoid fixing to oor name and na-
tional character a similar, if not worse,
stigma.  Tam afraid that we do not now
stand well with other parts of christen-
dom. Repudiation has brought upon us
much reproach. All the nations, 1 ap-
prehend, look upon us, in the prosecution
of the present war, as being actuatod by
a spirit of rapacity, and an inordinate de-
sire for territorial aggrandizement. Let
{ us nat forfeit altogether their good opin-
{ions. Let us command their applause
{by a noble exercise of forbearance and
[justice. In the elevated station which
wa hold, we con safely afford to practice
the Godlike virtues of moderation and
magnanimity, The long series of gloti-
ous triumphs, achieved by our gallant
communders and their brave armies, un-
attended by nsingle roverse, justify us,
withuut the least danger of tarnishing the
vational honor, in disinterestedly holding
out the olive branch of peace. We do
not want the mines, the mountains, the
morasses, and the sterile lands of Mexico.
To her the loss of them would be humili-
iating, and be & perpetual source of ro-
gret and mortification. To us they mifhl
prove & fatal acquisition, praducing dis-
traction, dissention, division, and possibly
dsunion, Let, therefore, the integrity
of the national existence and nationsl
territory remain undisturbed.  For one,
[ desire tosee no part of her territory
torn from her by war. Some of our peo-
ple have placed their hearts upon the ac-
quisition af the Bay of Franciscoin Up-
per California, T'o us, ns a great mari-
time Powar, it might prove to be of ad-
vantage hereafter in respect 1o our com-
mercial and navigating interests. To
Mexicn, which can never be & great mar-
itime Power, it can never be of much ad-
vantage. If we can obtain it by fair pur-
chase with a just equivalent, 1 should be
happy to see it 8o acquired. As when-
ever the war caases, Mexico ought to be
required to pay the debt due our citizens
perhapsanaquivalent forthat Bay may be
found in that debt, our Government ns-
suming to pay to vur citizens whatever

ortion of it may be applied to that ob-
ject, Butit should form no motive in
the prosecution of the war, which | would
not continue a solitary hour for the sake
of that harbor,

Bat what it will be asked, shall we
make peace without any indemnity for
the expensesof the war! Ifthe published
documents in relation to the late nego-
tiations between Mr, Trist and thoe Mex-
ican Commissioners be true, and [ have
not seen them anywhere contradicted,
the Executive properly waived any de-
mand of indemnity for thie expenses of the
war. And the rupture of tﬁst negolin-
tion was produced, by our Government
insisting upon a cession from Mexico, of
the atrip of mostly barren land batween
the Nuecces nnd the Rio Brave and New
Mexico, which Mexico refused to make.
So thut we are now fighting, if nat for the
conquost of all Mexico, ns intimated in
some quarters, for that narrow stiip and
for the barren Province of New Mexico,
with its few miserable mines. We bought
all the Province of Lowsiana for filteen
millions of dollars, and it is, in my opin-
ion, worth more than all Mexico together,
We bought Florida for five millions of
dollars, and a hard bargain it was, since,
besides that sum, we guve up the houn.
dary of the Rio Bravo, to which I think
wo were entitled, na the Western limit
of the Provinee of Louisiana, and were
restricted to that of the Sabine. And we
ara now, if not seoking the conquest of
all Mexico, to continue this war indefin-
itely for the inconsiderable objucts 1o
which T have just refurred.

But, it will be repented, nra we to have |
no indemnity for the oxpenses of this |
warl  Mexico is utterly unable to make |
us any pecuniary indemnity, if the justice
| of the war on our part entitled us to de-
[mand it. Her country has been laid
| waste, her cities burned or occupied by
our troops, her means o exhausted
thatshe is unable to pay evon her vwn
armies. And every day's prosecuation of
the war, whilst it would augment the a-
mount of our indemnity, woull lessen
the ability of Moxico to pay it. We have
seon, however, that there is another form
in which we are to demand indemnity,
It is to be tervitorial indemnity! 1hope
for rensous already stated, that that fire-
brand will uot be broughtinto our counry,

Among the resolations which it is my in-
tention to present for your consideration, at
the eanclusion of this address, one proposes,
in your behalf and mine, to disavow, in the
most positive mannar, any desire, on oor
part, to aequire any foreign territory what.
ever, fur the purpose of introdueing slavary
inte it 1donot know that any ciligen of
the Usited States entertaine such a wigh.
But pneh a motive hae been often imputed
to the alave Btates, and | therelore think it
necessary lo nolice it oo this occasicn.—
My opinions on the subject of slavery are
well known, They have the merit. if it be
one, of consistency, uniformity, and long
duration. 1 have ever regarded slavery as
a great evil,a wrong, for the presant, I fear,
an irremediable wrong o ita wnfortunste
victimes, I sliould rejoice iF nol a single
slave breathed the airor was within the lim-
its of our country. But here they are, to
be dealt with as well as we can, with a due
consideration of all cirenmstances afficct inr
the secnrily, safety and happioess of both
races. Every Stata has the supreme, na-
controlled nnd exclusive r to decide

tinue within ita limits, without any exterior
intervention from nny quarter. In States,
where the slaves odtaumber the whites, ny

in the case with several, the b vonld
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%0 inconsiderable thet we might safely adopt
s nyatem of gradusl emancipation that
:.uu nl;a;n.mlr eradicate this evil in our
Sate.  That m WRS -'“l'l‘l'
fram e immediate abolition ol's very for
which the party of the Abolitionisis of the
present day contend.  Whether'y liave
intended it or not. it is my ealm deli-
berats belief, that they have done inenleul-
able mischiel even to the vory cause whic'y
they Lave espoused, Lo say nothing of the
dizcord which-las been produced betwoen
diffevent parts of the Union. Aceording to
the =ysiem, we attem , near the close of
the lagt century. oil slaves in being were to
remain snch, but, all who might be born
subsequent Lo u spedified day, were to be:
come free ot whe age of Lwenty-cight, and
during their service, were to bo tanght to
read, wrile and cypher. Thus, jnstead of
being thrown upon the communily, igno-
rant and unproparcd, as would be the ‘case
by immediate emancipation, they would
have cotered upon the possession of their
freedom, capable, in some degree, of an-
joying it. - After s hard struggle, the sys-
tem waa defeated, and | :?ul it extreme -
Iy, a3, if it had becn then adopted, our State
would be now nerealy rid of that reproach.

Since that epoch, a scheme of Unmixed
benevolence has sprung up, which, ifit had
existed al that time, wonld have obviated
ane of the greatest objections, which was
made to gradual emancipation, which was
the continuance of the emancipated slaves
toabide among uvs. That scheme is the
American Colonization Soclety. - Abont
twenty-eight years ago, a few individuals,
mysell among them,mel together in the city
ol Washinglon, and laid the foundations of
that society, It has gone on, amidet extra-
ordinary difliculties and trials, sustainin
itselfalmost entirely, by =pontaneous ln’
voluntary contributions, from Todividual
benevolence, wirlout scarcely any aid from
Government. The Uolonies, planted nnder
its auspices, are now wall established com-
munities, with churches, sehools and other
institations sappertaining to (he eivilized
state. ‘I'hey have made enccessful war in
repelling attncks and invasions hy thaeir
barbarous and savage neighbors. ‘They
have made treaties, annexed territories to
their dominion, aod nre blessed with a free
representalive  Government. 1 recently
read a messago, from one of their Governors
to their Legislature, which, in point of com-
position, aud in careful attentionta the pub-
lic aflairs of that Republic, wonld compnra
advantageously with the messages of the
Governors of our own Stales, I am not very
sipersiitions, but 1 do solmu'y believe that
those Colonies are blest with the smiles of
Providence, and, if we may dare attempt
penatrating the veil, by which He conceals
lus allwise dispensatitions from martul eyen,
that he designe that Africn shall be the ro-
fuge and the home of the descendents of its
sons and doughters. torn and dragged from
their native land, by lawless violence.

It isa philanthropicdcconseling refloction
that the morsl and physical condition of the
Afriean race inthe United States, even in
a Stateof slavery, in far better than it woold
have been iftheir ancestors had never been
brought from their native land. And if it
should be the decree of the Great Ruler of
the Universe that their descendanta shall be
made instruments in His hands in the es-
tablishment of Civilzation and the Christian
Religion throughont Afeica, our regrets, on
account of the original wrong. will be great-
ly mitigated,

It way be argned that,in admitting the
iu;jmlice of slavery, 1 admit the necessity
of an inslanianeons repuration of that ju-
Justice.  Unfortunately, however, it is not
always safe, vracticuble or powsible, in the
?ﬂulmovcmeme of States and public af-
wirs of nations, to remedy or repair the ins
Biction of previous injnstice, Jo the in-
ception of it, we may oppose and denounco
it, by our most strenvons exertions, but, afl-
ter its comsnmmation there is often no ather
altornative left us but to deplore ite perpe-
tration, and to acquiesce us the only alter-
native, in ils existance,ne a lews ovil than
the Irightful consequences which might en-
stie froni the vain endeavor to repair it,—
Slavery is one of those unfortunate instan-
ces  Plie evil of it was inflicted upon us,
by the pargnt country of Gireat Britain, a-
gainst all tho entreatios and remonstrances
ofthe Colonies. And liere it is amongst
and amidst us, and we muat dispose of it,
as bosl we can noder all the circumstances
which surround us. It continued, by the
imporiation of slaves from Africa, in apite
of Colonial resistance, for a period of more
than a century und a half, and it may re-
quire an equal or longer |apse of time be-
fure our country is entirely rid of the evil.
And,in the meantime, moderation, pru-

ence and discretion amony ourselves, and
the blessings of Providence may be all
necessary to accomplish our ultimate delive
erance from it.  Bxamplesof similarinflic-
tiona of irreparable netional, evil and injns-
tice might be iultiplied to an indefinite ex-
tent, The cave of the annexation of Tex-
an'to the United States is & recent and an
obvious one where, il it were wrang, 1t can-
not now be ropaired.  Texasis now an in-
tegral part ol our Union, with its owa vole
nutary consont  Maoy of us opposed the
annexation with honeat zeal and most eari-
est exertions,  But who would now think
of perpetrating the lolly of casting Texas
ont of the confiderncy and throwing her
back upon her own independence, or into
the arms of Mexico! Who would now seek
to divorce hor from the Unioa! The Creeks
nnd the Cherokes Tndinns were, by the
most exteptionable means, driven from their
country, and transported beyond the Mis-
sissippt river. ‘Iheir lands have been fair-
ly purchased and occupied by inhabit-
ants of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and
Tennesse, Who would now conceive the
flagraut injustice of expelling those inhabi-
tants and restoring the Indien country to

| the Cherokees und the Creehs, under eolor

of repriring original injustice. During the
war of our Revolution, millions of paper mo-
ey were 1ssuod by our ancestors, as the on-
ly enerency with which they could achieve
our liberties and independence.~Thousands
and hundreds of thousands of families were
stripped of their homes and their all snd
brought to rwin, by giving oredit and coed-
dénce to thai epurions curréncy. -ﬂurn
pecessity haa prevented the reparation of
that great national injustice.
But 1 forbear, T will no longer treapasa
upan your patience or further tax my own
voive, impaired by a speach of more than
three liours duration, which professed duty
mired me to make only u few days ago,
m have been atall socoessfisl in the
sition of the views and opinions which |
entertain I have shown—
Ist. That the present war was bestight
about by the anoexation of Texan and the
subsoqnent order of the President, withouy
the previona consent snd suthority of Con-
gress
2d, That the Presrdent, being

for itself whether slavery aliall conse or con- | ened and wwinstructed,by any publie mu.

ation of Congress, as to objeots for which

not be n_mci and dnvested with all
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it ought to be rﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂl._lt the conduet of
itin, nocesearily, let to bis own sense of
what the nalional intercsts nad banpr may
require, =




